Left and Right—Pass the Mints
Listening for Specific Information

Objective:  To listen for specific information and follow the instructions
Group Size:  Limited only by the number of mint boxes brought
Materials:
· A box of mints for each person (can use other items, but these are noisy and add to confusion)

Description:

Have everyone stand in a circle.  Give each person a package of mints.  Demonstrate that each time the presenter says “left,” everyone passes their mints to the person on their left.  Likewise, whenever the presenter says “right,” everyone passes their mints to the person on their right.  And every time the presenter says “over,” each person passes their mints over the person on their right and gives it to the next person on the right (in other words, skips over the person on their immediate right).  (Speed up the story as it gets to the end.)

I LEFT my house and was on my way OVER to this meeting. But I LEFT the directions at home RIGHT by the phone! I knew RIGHT away that I needed to have the RIGHT directions, so I turned LEFT and I turned RIGHT and made my way back to my house for the RIGHT directions. Sure enough, there they were OVER there, RIGHT where I had LEFT them, RIGHT next to the phone.

Finally, I was on the RIGHT track.  I knew my trip was OVER when I turned LEFT into the parking lock here.   I arrived RIGHT on time and set down my belongings OVER there.  So now I'll get RIGHT to work and tell what we’ll be doing today.  I hope nothing will be LEFT out. OVER the last few minutes I have seen a lot of potential in this room waiting to be unlocked!  Therefore, RIGHT now there is really nothing LEFT for me to do except to get started. RIGHT?

Discussion Prompts:

1. Did members help each other?  

2. Was this difficult?  

3. How important is listening when it comes to being an effective team member?  

